Stellar Phoenix
Mac Data Recovery V6

Data Recovery is a “try-before-you-buy” program, free to download,
install, and use to see if it will save your files before you commit to
spending any money for it. You can even preview the rescued files to
see what has been found. The registration fee makes the actual file
recovery operation possible but all of the scavenge and preview oper-
ations can be done just with a demo copy.

You don't get a lot of complicated choices with Stellar Phoenix Data
Recovery for Macintosh, and you really don’t need many. The pro-
gram only does one thing - recover lost data - so it makes sense that
when you launch the program there is one big friendly button that
says “Recover Data™. (You use "Create Image" when you have reason
to suspect that a drive is physically failing and you want to capture
everything on it to some other location so that you can recover indi-
vidual files later on. "Resume Recovery" is obviously for when you've
already begun a recovery operation but had to pause it for any rea-
son}.

As far as actually recovering data, this pregram does it all. It has re-
covery panels for recovering data from drives, optical disks, iPods,
and various types of image storage media. And it does it safely. The
program has built-in warnings, notices and reminders to make sure
that the user understands the importance of having a destination for
recovered files that is separate from the recovery target to ensure that
the files the user is trying to recover do not get over-written during the
recovery process.

The thing to remember in any data recovery operation is that when
files are deleted from any type of media they de not actually disap-
pear. What happens is that they stay right where they were and are
still intact and recoverable until such time as new data is written to the
sectors of the drive that they inhabit. So the time to institute data re-
covery is as quickly as possible after access to the data is “lost”.

Since the data | was recovering was on a removable
flash drive, it was sufficient that | created a new
folder on my Desktop and named it appropriately to
be the destination for recovered files. (Conversely, if
| were recovering files from a hard drive in my com-
puter | would have to save to a destination on an-
other internal hard drive, another partition or
volume, or to a external USB or FireWire drive).

® Recover to
Here

To test out the Stellar Phoenix Mac Data Recovery program | inserted
a 16 Gig Imation flash drive that | have not used in at least a year,
one that | know had been used in the past for pictures but has since
been used for other purposes. | checked the drive to make sure that
there were no viable JPEGs on it. Then | ran the Stellar program and
specified the target folder mentioned above to save just the JPEGs to.
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